
In Canada, the Butternut tree (Juglans cinera L.) is found in Ontario,
New Brunswick and Quebec and is part of the deciduous forest. 
The Butternut is an endangered species and is at risk of becoming 
extirpated.

The Butternut tree is a medium-sized tree and is part of the walnut family. 
Leaves are compound and have 11 to 17 leaflets that are yellowish-green 
and fuzzy on the underside. Butternut flowers from mid-April to June. This 
species has separate male and female flowers on the same tree and the 
flowers are wind-pollinated. The male flowers are thick, green catkins. The 
female flowers are short and occur on short stems. The fruit contains an 
oblong nut in a fleshy husk. Fruit matures in early fall in clusters of 2 to 5. oblong nut in a fleshy husk. Fruit matures in early fall in clusters of 2 to 5. 
Butternut bark can be a dark brown colour with deep fissures or light brown 
with shallow fissures.

Butternut is commonly found in riparian habitats but is also found in mixed
hardwood forests in southern Ontario on rich, moist, well-drained soils.
The average life span of a Butternut tree is 75 years and they are shade
intolerant.

Major threats to the Butternut are Butternut cankeMajor threats to the Butternut are Butternut canker, which causes high
rates of infection and mortality in trees across North America and 
hybridization with non-native species such as Heartnut (Japanese walnut) 
and English walnut.

Species at Risk

It is illegal to search for, harass or capture a species at risk or destroy their habitat.
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